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Coalition for Juvenile Justice

2021 Awards Luncheon

Nov. 3,2021 - 12:00 p.m., Mountain
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Earlier in his career, William served as a Caseworker at the Baltimore City
Department of Social Services. Many of the young people William worked with
regarded him as a mentor and someone to model themselves after. In her
nomination form, Maryland Juvenile Justice Specialist, Jessica Wheeler, stated
that young people who William worked with as a caseworker continue to

contact him, asking for guidance and support. He takes every call.

William serves as a mentor to those he works with in his current role as well. He
has provided guidance and assisted with professional development for junior
level staff and new Racial and Ethnic Disparities Coordinators across the
country.

William is committed to addressing the systemic racism that exists in the youth
legal system. He is committed to creating and developing new ideas to help
move the field forward and create better, more equitable outcomes for young
people in Maryland and across the country. William Jernigan embodies

Andrew Smith’s legacy and it is an honor to present him with this year’s award.
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