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FY 2014 Federal Appropriations Talking Points 
 

In early April 2013, President Obama released his Budget Proposal for FY 2041, including proposed funding 
levels for programs administered by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) at the 
U.S. Department of Justice. 

 
On Wednesday, July 11, 2013, the U.S. House Appropriations Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related 
Agencies Subcommittee (Chairman Frank Wolfe, R-VA) marked up its FY 2014 Commerce, Justice, Science 
(CJS) appropriations bill, which will provide funding for all federal juvenile justice programs. 
 
On Tuesday, July 16, 2013, the U.S. Senate Appropriations Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related 
Agencies Subcommittee (Chairwoman Barbara Mikulski, D-MD) will mark up its FY 2014 Commerce, Justice, 
Science (CJS) appropriations bill, which will provide funding for all federal juvenile justice programs. 

 
Important Points: 

 
Over the last 35 years, we as a nation have learned a lot about what works, and what youth, families 
and communities truly need, to prevent delinquency in the first instance and respond in effective and 
age-appropriate ways when it occurs. 

 
 

To keep youth out of trouble and communities safe, it is critical that states preserve the progress 
already made and make additional improvements that are evidence-based and cost- effective. 

 
 

Since FY 2002, JJDPA Title II appropriations have declined by 50%, and JJDPA Title V appropriations 
have decreased by almost 80%. In addition, appropriations for JABG have been decimated, down 90% 
since FY 2002. 

 
 

Moreover, over the last decade between 90 and 100 percent of Title V funds have been earmarked 
for purposes other than those defined in the JJDPA. 

 
 

In the face of these cuts, states struggle to participate in the JJDPA, and most of the nation continues 
to experience near-historic lows in rates of juvenile offending. 

 
 

Yet, the House CJS Subcommittee is proposing to further reduce federal appropriations to support the 
goals and purposes of the federal state partnership on delinquency prevention and juvenile justice. 

 
 

President Obama’s appointment of a new OJJDP Administrator, coupled with the FY 2014 
appropriations process, provides a wonderful opportunity to re-evaluate, re-affirm and re-focus efforts 
around juvenile justice to enable state and local governments and stakeholders to implement programs 
that provide the best that we as a nation can offer to youth, families and communities. 
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To help states maintain forward momentum, and quickly regain ground that may have been lost over 
the last decade, it is critical that Congress restore federal juvenile justice funding or the following 
programs in the following amounts: 
 
• $65 million for the JJDPA Title V Delinquency Prevention Program with no earmarks.    

Title V is the only federal program that provides delinquency prevention funding at the local level 
to reach youth at risk and help keep them out of the juvenile justice system. Despite the fact that 
Title V has been used to bring together law enforcement with other stakeholders at the local level 
for sustainable prevention efforts, in recent years it has been gutted and the funds allocated for 
other than statutory purposes. This request is $9 million more than the President’s request and, 
without any earmarks or set-asides, would represent a significant federal investment in proven, 
locally-based delinquency prevention programs. Taxpayers save $2 million for each child who is 
prevented from beginning a life of crime.   

 
• $30 million for Juvenile Accountability Block Grant (JABG) Program.   

JABG is used by states and localities to reduce juvenile offending by providing judges and other 
juvenile justice officials with a range of age/developmentally-appropriate options to both hold 
youth accountable and get them back on track so they are less likely to reoffend.  These funds are 
used to effectively strengthen juvenile court services, such as behavioral health screening and 
assessment for court-involved youth and alternatives to detention. This request is consistent with 
the President’s proposal and just slightly less than the final FY 2013 allocation. 

 
• $20 million for Juvenile Justice Realignment Incentive Grants. 

As a complement to JABG, we commend the Administration for putting forward a new initiative, 
the Juvenile Justice Realignment Incentive Grants, to help states invest in evidence-based 
strategies that reduce youth incarceration and recidivism and promote public safety and better 
outcomes for youth.   

 
• $2 million grant program for girls in the juvenile justice system.  

We support this targeted investment in a competitive grant program to help states and localities 
better address the needs of girls in the juvenile justice system.  Girls are the fastest growing 
segment of the juvenile justice population and this program will help provide specific, targeted 
support for state efforts to implement best practices with respect to at-risk and system-involved 
girls.  
 

• We also support the President’s recommendation to provide $20 million to help communities 
reduce the use of arrest and engagement with the juvenile courts that unnecessarily push 
more young people into the justice system.  However, we believe this investment should not 
detract from the resources available to local communities through the Title V program, and ask 
that these dollars be appropriated separately. 
 

• Finally, in view of the tragedy in Newtown and the daily violence that plagues many 
communities, we are also supportive of the new monies allocated for community-based 
violence prevention using a multi-sector, public health approach.  

 


