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CJJ Applauds Re-Introduction of Youth PROMISE Act in the 113th Congress 
 
The Coalition for Juvenile Justice (CJJ) is excited to announce that Congressmen Robert C. “Bobby” 
Scott (D-VA) and Walter Jones (R-NC) have introduced the Youth Prison Reduction through 
Opportunity, Mentoring, Intervention, Support and Education (Youth PROMISE) Act in the 113th 
Congress.  The bipartisan bill, H.R. 1318, was filed with 53 original co-sponsors.    
 
“The Coalition for Juvenile Justice (CJJ) commends and thanks Representatives Scott and Jones 
for their leadership,” said Nancy Gannon Hornberger, CJJ’s executive director.  “CJJ has been a 
longstanding supporter of the Youth PROMISE Act, because it takes such a strong, evidence 
based approach to protecting community safety and building positive and productive futures for 
those youth who are at highest risk of delinquency and justice system involvement.” 
 
Effective, empirically-guided delinquency prevention efforts – including before and after-school 
programming, family strengthening, positive youth development, employment,  and intensive case 
management and treatment approaches – reduce violence and victimization, increase youth 
opportunity and success, and curb public costs.   
 
“In this time of budgetary constraint, the Youth PROMISE Act is a wise investment," said Rep. 
Scott.  "Ultimately, the Youth PROMISE Act will prevent crime while also saving lives, saving 
communities and saving money." 
 
 CJJ supports the Youth PROMISE Act because: 
 

• The Youth PROMISE Act empowers local communities. Rather than forcing states to take 
on additional and, at times, duplicative and burdensome sentencing mandates and punitive 
approaches to address violence and gangs, the Youth PROMISE Act builds upon evidence 
based and promising practices proven to reduce youth violence and delinquency.  
Communities facing the greatest challenges with youth at risk of gang involvement and 
delinquency will come together – via a local council that includes law enforcement, 
community-based organizations, schools, faith organizations, healthcare providers, social 
service providers, and mental health providers – to develop and implement a comprehensive 
plan.   
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• The Youth PROMISE Act saves money and spares human suffering. The Act calls for 
thorough evaluation, guided by state-level commissions, including analyses of the cost-
savings to society yielded by investing in data-driven prevention and intervention approaches 
versus more costly prosecution and incarceration.  Youth PROMISE Act savings from 
investments in prevention and intervention programs will be reinvested to broaden the scope 
of prevention and intervention efforts funded under the Act.  Not only will the Act save lives 
and reduce tragic human costs associated with gangs and delinquency, it will yield overall 
savings to communities according to both financial and life-quality measures. 

 
• The Youth PROMISE Act improves the federal-state partnership in juvenile justice.  

The Act provides for the increased local coordination and state evaluation of federal programs 
designed to reduce and prevent juvenile delinquency and establishes a federal commission 
charged to carry out a nationwide, comprehensive study of the effectiveness of 
delinquency/crime prevention and intervention strategies. 

 
“As a State Advisory Group member and Chair of CJJ’s Government Relations Committee, I am very 
happy to see the re-introduction of the Youth PROMISE Act,” said Ken Schatz of Vermont.  “Passage 
of this legislation will strengthen the federal-state partnership on juvenile justice – a critical 
relationship for juvenile justice reform.” 
 

### 

 

The Coalition for Juvenile Justice (CJJ) envisions a nation where fewer children are at risk of 
delinquency; and if they are at risk or involved with the justice system, they and their families 
receive every possible opportunity to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives. CJJ is a nationwide 
coalition of State Advisory Groups (SAGs) and allies dedicated to preventing children and youth 
from becoming involved in the courts and upholding the highest standards of care when youth 
are charged with wrongdoing and enter the justice system. 
 


