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Context: 

The tragedy in Newtown and other recent shootings have shocked all of us, challenging us to 
improve our responses to school safety, gun violence, and mental health. These horrifying events 
have also occurred in the midst of the new economic reality our nation is facing.  Perhaps now, 
more than ever, the response to Newtown and the prevalence of violence in our communities, 
dictates the need to create lasting impact.   

Given our expertise in reducing violence and delinquency and promoting positive youth outcomes, 
the Coalition for Juvenile Justice (CJJ) has analyzed existing statutes and ready-to-go legislation to 
augment a comprehensive, well-coordinated and fiscally-responsible solution to pressing 
questions, including:  

 How do we keep our children, schools, and communities safe? 
 How do we combat gun violence; illegal possession and unlawful use of guns? 
 How do we address mental health and social isolation? 
 How can we do the greatest good for the greatest number by working across all states? 

The following federal programs and legislative solutions offer effective and promising tools for 
reducing gun violence with youth development, school climate, mental health/behavioral health 
and community planning approaches. 

The Juvenile Justice Delinquency and Prevention Act (JJDPA)(111th Congress, S 678): 

The JJDPA, first enacted in 1974, is a broadly supported law and current framework to increase 
safety in schools and communities, reduce gun violence, and expand access to mental health 
services and other supports for youth at risk. Due for reauthorization in 2007, the JJDPA establishes 
a federal partnership with all U.S. states, territories and the District of Columbia to address 
delinquency prevention and intervention. 
 

Why is JJDPA directly related to the response to gun violence?  JJDPA funds support state 
and local initiatives that fall within one or more of 34 purpose areas, emphasizing preventive, 
developmentally sound and equitable responses, including: 

 “Gun Programs” to prevent and reduce unlawful acquisition and illegal use of guns by 
juveniles; 

 “School Programs,” such as those designed to enhance school climate and safety;  
 “Strategic Community Action Planning,” to put in place continuums of services across 

multiple sectors for at-risk youth and families and to support prevention of violence and 
delinquency;i   

 S. 678 (111th Congress) would add additional emphases on mental health screening, 
assessment and treatment. 

Research consistently shows that investing in such evidence-based strategies not only increases the 
safety of children, schools, and communities, but also saves billions of dollars.  Yet, JJDPA 
appropriations have been slashed by 55% in the past decade.  Modest re-investment will go far, as 
the funding request for all 56 U.S. jurisdictions is $145 million.  



   

 
 
 

The Juvenile Accountability Block Grant (JABG)(112th Congress, HR 6045):  

JABG is also up for reauthorization and represents a federal partnership with the states that has 
gained strong bipartisan support.  JABG is premised on the concept of graduated responses or 
sanctions for youth at risk of court involvement or adjudicated delinquent. States coordinate with 
local government – including law enforcement and court services personnel – to put in place 
community based service continuums. 
 
Why is JABG directly related to the response to gun violence?  Similar to JJDPA, JABG 
grants support state and local initiatives that fall within specific purpose areas.  JABG funds are 
currently used effectively for the following purposes among others:ii 

 “Training for Law Enforcement and Court Personnel,” to establish and maintain training 
programs for law enforcement and others to prevent and control juvenile offending; 

 “Juvenile Gun Courts,” to establish graduated responses in the prosecution and 
adjudication of juvenile firearm offenses; 

 “School Safety,” to establish programs designed to make schools safe; 
 “Restorative Justice,” to promote effective victim, offender and community mediation. 

Over the last decade, funds for JABG have been cut by 88%.  The current minimum appropriations 
request is $55 million. 

 
The Youth PROMISE (Prison Reduction through Opportunities, Mentoring, 
Intervention, Support, and Education) Act (YPA)(112th Congress, HR 2721): 
 
YPA is designed to build critical supports in communities facing the greatest challenges with youth 
violence through a coordinated high-impact prevention and intervention strategy.  The legislation 
would require jurisdictions to establish a local council, comprising representatives of law 
enforcement, the school system, court services, health and mental health providers, child welfare 
providers, and other community and faith-based organizations.  The council would be tasked to 
develop comprehensive plans to implement evidence-based prevention and intervention strategies 
to reduce violence among youth. 
 

Why is YPA directly related to the response to gun violence?  
 YPA targets youth most at high-risk for crime involvement and victimization;  
 YPA empowers local communities by allowing them to choose which evidence-based 

approach best fits their community needs. 
 YPA is cost-effective and asks communities to re-invest the savings in additional prevention 

efforts.  Studies of similar initiatives on the county-level in Pennsylvania and the city-level 
in Richmond, Virginia, report significant cost-savings and reduced violent crime. 

 
                                                           
i U.S.C. 42: Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act §§221(a), 223(a) and § 501 et.seq.   
ii U.S.C. 42 3796ee: 21st Century Department of Justice Appropriations Authorization Act of 2002, Title I (Part R, Chapter 
46, Subchapter XII-F; §12102.   
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