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The Coalition for Juvenile Justice (CJJ) Applauds the President’s Proposal  
for Preventing Gun Violence with One Exception  

National Organization Advises “Do No Harm” 
 

The Coalition for Juvenile Justice (CJJ) – representing governor-appointed juvenile justice 
commissioners nationwide – was honored to have input into the proposal released 
yesterday by President Obama calling for a comprehensive approach to prevent gun 
violence across the United States. As the nation grieved and sought answers following the 
terrible tragedy in Newtown (CT), the organization was called upon for its expertise in 
violence and delinquency prevention, youth development and public safety.  
 
“CJJ has long stood for the premise of ‘do no harm’ in our efforts to prevent delinquency 
and violence, and to improve the justice system.  Through this lens, we see most of the 
recommendations in the President’s proposal as very positive, much needed steps 
forward,” said Nancy Gannon Hornberger, CJJ Executive Director. “Yet, as this important 
proposal moves forward, we offer one major caveat and a call for additional legislation.”   
 
CJJ’s nationwide membership works in concert with state and local courts, law 
enforcement, youth development experts and service providers and is devoted to the 
prevention of delinquency and violence.  CJJ strives to keep children and youth out of the 
justice system altogether, and to intervene effectively to prevent future system 
involvement and delinquency for those youth who have been charged and adjudicated.   
 
Given this expertise, CJJ supports many aspects of the President’s proposal and is critical of 
one key area, as follows: 
 

• CJJ endorses and supports the restoration and expansion of research into the causes, 
morbidity, mortality and overall effects of gun violence, gun trafficking and the 
illegal possession and unlawful use of guns across the lifespan, including the risk 
factors, injuries and deaths of children and teens subjected to and involved in gun 
violence.    

 
• CJJ endorses and supports all of the proposed actions to strengthen mental health 

and behavioral health services, especially those that are family-strengthening, as 
well as those that are school-based and community-based. Our research and 
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experience has shown that a service continuum that ensures mental health 
screening, assessment and treatment for youth at risk is a meaningful, evidence 
based approach to prevention of violence, delinquency and victimization.   
 

• CJJ endorses and supports actions to enhance school climate through involvement of 
a rich array of caring adults in the lives of children, especially children who may 
have learning, social and mental health needs, or who may be alienated or isolated 
from peers.  Positive engagement in school is strongly correlated with the 
prevention of delinquency, crime and violence.  Therefore, we strongly support 
increased involvement of more school counselors, social workers, and evidence 
based approaches, such as the Beacon Schoolsi, Families and Schools Togetherii, 
positive behavioral supports, and conflict mediation.iii 
 

• CJJ does not endorse increased presence of law enforcement in the schools, as 
proposed.  Here, we join with the National PTA, the National Council of Juvenile and 
Family Court Judges, and many other education, juvenile justice and civil rights 
organizations. Increased police presence and “zero tolerance” policies are directly 
related to non-delinquent, special needs youth, youth with mental health needs 
and/or youth of color being disproportionately and inappropriately referred to 
court. The collateral consequences of court involvement for youth may include 
disconnection from school, disrupted development, loss of positive peer contact and 
stigma, in the short term, and problems with social adjustment, employment and 
family life over the long term. “The evidence is clear,” stated Gannon Hornberger, 
“increased law enforcement presence in schools does not meet the ‘do no harm’ 
standard.”       

 
• CJJ endorses and supports the recommendations from Defending Childhood: Protect, 

Heal, Thrive, the report of the Attorney General’s National Task Force on Children 
Exposed to Violence.iv We urge the President to validate Attorney General Eric 
Holder’s statement that the “recommendations will not be shelved,” by assigning a 
permanent OJJDP Administrator, and aligning the response to gun violence 
prevention with the report’s recommendations to reduce the presence of violence 
and trauma in children’s lives. In particular, Defending Childhood calls on the federal 
government to partner with states and localities to enact policies in every school 
across the country to keep children in school rather than relying on policies that 
lead to suspension and expulsion, and ultimately drive children into the juvenile 
justice system. 

 
• Lastly, given the good work in children’s mental health, positive school climate, 

family support and gun violence prevention already underway in states and 
localities, using federal juvenile justice funding, we again urge the President to keep 
on the table three additional legislative proposals: 1) Reauthorization of the Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (111th Congress, S. 678); 2) Passage of the 
Youth PROMISE Act (112th Congress, H.R. 2721) and 3) Reauthorization of the 
Juvenile Accountability Block Grant Program (112th Congress, H.R. 6045). 



 

 
In closing, CJJ expresses tremendous gratitude and excitement about the potential for true 
progress and safety embodied by nearly all aspects of the President’s proposal to stem gun 
violence, and we respectfully implore the President and the Congress to remove the 
recommendation for expanded use of police in schools.  It is our hope too that the President 
will promote the aforementioned juvenile justice legislation that provides support across 
all states for proven approaches in gun violence prevention, positive school climate, school 
security and safety, mental/behavioral health supports and continuums of care for 
children, youth and families. 
 
 

 
### 

 

The Coalition for Juvenile Justice (CJJ) envisions a nation where fewer children are at risk of 
delinquency; and if they are at risk or involved with the justice system, they and their 
families receive every possible opportunity to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives. CJJ is a 
nationwide coalition of State Advisory Groups (SAGs) and allies dedicated to preventing 
children and youth from becoming involved in the courts and upholding the highest 
standards of care when youth are charged with wrongdoing and enter the justice system. 
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