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Coalition for Juvenile Justice Decries the Final Budget Agreement for FY 2011 and 

Its Potential Impact on Future Federal Juvenile Justice Investments 
 

Washington, D.C. – The Coalition for Juvenile Justice (CJJ) is alarmed that juvenile 
justice funding was not spared in H.R. 1437, the final FY 2011 federal appropriations bill, 
despite the funding’s importance to community safety and the well-being of children, 
families and communities nationwide. The final agreement crafted by the U.S. Congress 
and the President cuts core federal juvenile justice programs by 17% or $56.5 million.  

 
Programs authorized under the federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act 
(JJDPA) spur innovation and excellence in juvenile justice at the state and local levels and 
provide safeguards for children and youth involved with the justice system. These 
important protections and delinquency prevention efforts are enhanced and leveraged by a 
finite but targeted set of federal programs, administered by the federal Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), including the Juvenile Accountability 
Block Grant, the Safe Start Program, mentoring and community-based violence 
prevention programs.   
 
In the last 10 years, however, states have experienced a sharp downturn in critical federal 
juvenile justice support, sustaining cuts of nearly 50%, or in some cases fending off 
actions to eliminate federal juvenile justice funding altogether.  “The budget deal 
accelerates the negative impact of past cuts, with the largest overall cut to federal juvenile 
justice support for states and localities in decades,” says Nancy Gannon Hornberger, CJJ 
executive director.   
 
CJJ and its state-based members are glad to see that in H.R. 1437 homeless youth 
programs are spared, Head Start and Early Head Start receive an additional $300 million 
and Promise Neighborhoods, the Administration’s place-based initiative for children and 
youth in distressed communities, receives $30 million - $20 million more than FY 2010.  
CJJ supports these and other federal youth programs, and celebrates that these programs 
will serve more individuals and communities.   
 
However, CJJ and its state-based members are concerned that the FY2011 budget deal 
cuts critical and successful supports to juvenile justice programs. “Short changing juvenile 
justice is plainly short-sighted,” says David Schmidt, CJJ National Chair.  “Federal funds 
to support state and local juvenile justice standards and improvements protect the public’s 
safety and must be considered essential investments, even in times of budget cutting.”   
 
Federal grants for juvenile justice and delinquency prevention provide modest but 
necessary investments proven to reduce juvenile offending and delinquency in every state, 
territory and the District of Columbia.  Historically, the monies devoted to the funding 
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streams under the JJDPA and the Juvenile Accountability Block Grant program, available 
to all 56 U.S. states and territories, have been modest, at an average of only $200 million 
per fiscal year, yet instrumental in the recent declines in rates of juvenile offending and 
effective improvements to juvenile justice systems, nationwide.   Unfortunately, the 
message to states and localities in H.R. 1437 is that effective responses for delinquency 
prevention and juvenile justice – responses that help youth make better decisions and 
improve community safety – are clearly not valued. 
 
“In view of current and future budgets, CJJ calls on the President and Congress to  affirm 
their critical roles  in safeguarding our nation’s communities, youth and families by 
restoring and increasing federal funding  for states and localities aimed at preventing 
delinquency and making juvenile justice systems more effective,” according to Nancy 
Gannon Hornberger, CJJ executive director.  
 

### 
 
The Coalition for Juvenile Justice (CJJ) is a true coalition. We are concerned individuals, 
practitioners, advocates and youth, who voluntarily serve at the state and national levels 
to prevent children, youth and families from becoming involved in the courts, and to 
uphold the highest standards of care when youth are charged with wrongdoing and enter 
the justice system.  For more than 25 years, CJJ has supported this broad and active 
coalition across all 56 U.S. states, territories and District of Columbia, as the national 
nonprofit association of Governor-appointed State Advisory Groups, chartered under the 
federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA). 
 




