
Jonathan Litt Speaking 
 
IŜƭƭƻ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ /WWΩǎ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ ƻƴ άYouth with Intellectual & Developmental 
Disabilities in Juvenile JusticeΦέ aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ LittΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛŎȅ ϧ CƛŜƭŘ 
Relations Associate at the Coalition for Juvenile Justice.  
 
.ŜŦƻǊŜ L ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
technical details. You will notice that all participants are and will remain muted throughout 
the webinar. Presenters will answer questions at the end of the presentation. You may 
submit your questions by typing your questions into the questions box at any time 
throughout the webinar. You will also notice that there are 2 resources available for 
ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άIŀƴŘƻǳǘǎέ ƳŜƴǳ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǇŀƴŜƭΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ŀ 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǘƻ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ƛǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǇŀƴŜƭΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ 
άǇƭǳǎ ǎƛƎƴέ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ άIŀƴŘƻǳǘǎέ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǇŀƴŜƭ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜƴǳ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ 
are recording this webinar. The recording along with the slides, transcript, handouts, and 
ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ /WWΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ нп ƘƻǳǊǎΦ 
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Jonathan Litt Speaking 
 
²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ς Leigh Ann Davis and Diane 
Smith Howard. 
 
[ŜƛƎƘ !ƴƴ 5ŀǾƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻƴ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŜ !ǊŎΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
DǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǎ ¢ƘŜ !ǊŎΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻƴ /ǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 
worked in the area of disability and justice issues since 1994 when hired by The Arc of the United 
States to direct a Department of Justice project of national significance educating criminal justice 
professionals about American Disabilities Act (ADA) accommodations. Since that time, she has 
authored numerous publications during her almost 20 years with The Arc covering topics related to 
criminal justice/victimization issues, FASD (Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder), and the ethics of 
genetic research. She has presented both nationally and internationally regarding criminal justice 
and disability issues and provided congressional testimony on the delivery of law enforcement 
services to people with developmental disabilities under Title II of the ADA.  
aǎΦ 5ŀǾƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ {!aI{!Ωǎ C!{5 /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ 9ȄǇŜǊǘ tŀƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ 
consultant for the Office for Victims of Crime Training and Technical Assistance Center (OVC TTAC), 
Vera Institute of Justice, and The Disability and Abuse Project. As a sexual abuse survivor who was 
shocked to discover the high rate of violence people with I/DD experience, she is passionate about 
ensuring victims with disabilities obtain justice and healing, and that criminal justice professionals 
are provided effective, on-going training to adequately serve people with disabilities - whether 
victim, suspect or offender. 
 
! ƭƛǘƛƎŀǘƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŀǿΣ 5ƛŀƴŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Disability Rights Network focuses on conditions for youth in the juvenile justice system and child 
welfare systems.  In addition, she works on issues related to adults with disabilities in the criminal 
justice system, and children and youth with disabilities that impact behavior in the public education 
system.  Diane provides training and technical assistance to the Protection & Advocacy network on 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ b5wbΩǎ aŀƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ 
clients. 
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
Alright thank you Jonathan and I really appreciate the coalition for juvenile justice for 
taking time to have a webinar on such a very important topic. I'm just very excited to 
participate in this.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
I just wanted to give you a little bit of overview of who the Arc is, because many of you on 
ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
organization advocating for and service people with intellectual and development 
disabilities. We serve all ages of people with more than 100 different diagnosis including 
autism, down syndrome, fetal alcohol syndrome, and  Fragile X syndrome. We cover a 
number of different issues including education, health care, employment, housing and 
criminal justice. That has really been where my area has focused on over the last twenty 
years.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
What the National Center of Criminal Justice and Disability is, is a BJA-funded training and 
TA Center. BJA is the Bureau of Justice Assistance and through this grant, we are able to 
provide information referral and technical assistance. We also have a website that includes 
a number of different resources listed by state and by topic. We are creating a legislative 
database looking at various kinds of legislation that are impacting this community, 
specifically. We offer a webinar program and have been developing publications including 
our Pathways to Justice training program. 
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
I think what really brings us to ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
on is the umbrella of criminal justice reform. We have such a unique opportunity right now 
bipartisan effort to really look at how to reform our criminal justice system. We know that 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ 
sentencing. And we feel like this population in particular we need to focus on in looking at 
what the alternatives are specifically for people with different types of cognitive disabilities. 
{ƻ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ hōŀƳŀΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴ ƻŦ 
solitary confinement for juveniles and he said that especially for juveniles and people with 
mental illness, this can have the potential to lead to devastating consequences. And on this 
topic of criminal justice reform, we want to ensure that people with Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities are included in this discussion.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
I will get into specifically what Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities is. Before we get 
there I want to give you a story of Paul Gordo, who is pictures on this slide with full 
permission from his family and him to provide his story. Right now they are fighting for his 
son to stay out of the system. This is an 18 year old with autism who had a meltdown in a 
library in Monterey, California. What happened was he ended up running into an elderly 
woman who then ended up having a concussion. He was then charged with felony assault. 
And even though the court system, the attorneys, were made aware that he had autism 
and that people with autism are prone to outbursts and meltdowns and can have 
aggressive behavior, tƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘΦ Iƛǎ 
ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŎǘΦ {ƻ 
he wasn't in awareness of what he was doing or that he could potentially harm someone. 
He was simply in the fight or flight mode and running out of the library. I think this is a good 
example of how we need to look at balancing this need in society, the victims need versus 
need for justice for people with disabilities as well. How do we learn how to balance that 
when both things are equally important?  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ b//W5 Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ 
¢ƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƎŀǇǎ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ tŀǳƭΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ focusing on people with Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities specifically.  
 



Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
In order to do this in a way that brings all people to the table, we have invited a number of 
partners to work with us. That includes some of the names you see here. And what this 
slide is showing is a collage of different logos of different agencies that have been working 
ǿƛǘƘ b//W5Φ !ƴŘ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
juvenile justice issues around people with IDD that we have policing involved, the legal 
community, victim advocates, and disability agencies. 
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
be addressing in the webinar today, I did want to make sure that you are aware of the 
resources we currently offer. We have a white paper on juvenile justice issues, which is one 
of your handouts for today. I encourage you to look at that more closesly after the webinar.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
For today, wŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
webinar may not be as familiar with IDDΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ 
the difficulties of that to is just knowing how to identify it since many people with IDD 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ characteristics where you could easily point someone out. It would actually take 
more of an effort to ask questions and to find out if a disability exists. Then understanding 
how having that type of disability can actually increase juvenile justice involvement. Then 
looking at promising practice and how to provide alternatives for individuals like this.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
Some of the research points out that 65-70 percent of justice involved youth do have a 
disability, we know that is three times higher than youth without disabilities. Specifically 
about how people with fetal alcohol spectrum disorder percent, we know that 60% of 
people with FASD ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ мн ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
familiar with FASD, that is what occurs when a mother drinks when pregnant. It can cause 
physical, mental, behavioral, and or learning disabilities which have lifelong implications. 
We see quite a number of people and youth who have FASB going into the juvenile justice 
system.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
What we still need to know regarding this population, is how many youth in the juvenile 
justice are diagnosed with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities? How do we create a 
screening tool for juveniles to be identified. I think one of the most important questions to 
think is, even if we could identify every juvenile in the system with IDD, what services or 
supports are going to be most effective?  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ WǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŦƛƭƳƳŀƪŜǊ ƴŀƳŜŘ YŀǊŜƴ DǊƻŦŦΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ 
different documentaries on juvenile justice for her entire career for 20 years. While she was 
doing some film work on one of the documentaries she was working on, she actually came 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ WǳǎǘƛƴΦ {ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜ was in the 
right place. That really started a long saga of her working directly with him and trying to 
find a more appropriate place for Justin. On the screen right now, is a picture of him in 
green shirt with a slight smile, at age 14 when he first entered the juvenile justice system.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
bƻǿ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ Wǳǎǘƛƴ much later, pictured there with Karen who 
made the documentary. I wanted to point out some things she learned along the way that 
is included in our white paper. She said that while I was at the prison this particular day I 
was transfixed and I wanted to learn more. The prison told me he had an IQ of 40 and 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ƻǊ ǿǊƛǘŜΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŦǳǊƛƻǳǎ Wǳǎǘƛƴ ever made his way from the courts. He also 
told me this, the prisons mental health unit had become a sort of dumping ground for the 
courts, a place where youth with disabilities were being sent when the courts felt there 
was nowhere else to put them. She also mentioned that she understands that Wǳǎǘƛƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
alone. Over the past six years of filming his story, she learned of a disproportionate number 
of children with disabilities in the juvenile justice system. Many of them just like Justin, 
they were abused at home, they were pushed out of school due to disciplinary reasons, or 
they were inappropriately place by the courts in a punitive environment, ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
get the education that they needed and this often to leaded them to even deeper 
commitment into the criminal justice system later in life.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
really point out the gaps in the system for juveniles with IDDΦ ²Ƙŀǘ LΩƳ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ 
picture of that model that shows different stages through the criminal justice system. All 
the way from first contact to investigation to jail to trial/plea agreement to transition to 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ 
where there are gaps still taking place. For example like Justin, if you look at the purple box 
under first contact, ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƙƛǎ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 
ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΦ IŜ ŎƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŘƛŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ is 
an important thing to keep in mind and a tool to use in order to keep people out of the 
system whenever possible. 
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 

In the training we provide on disabilities issues. This is called Pathways to Justice, what we 
do is start out by providing a disability overview. 
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 

LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ do a quick poll question today and find out which disability out of these different 
disabilities might be the most prevalent in the criminal justice system: intellectual disability 
where this no specific type of diagnosis, autism spectrum disorder, fetal alcohol spectrum 
ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ Řǳŀƭ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ an ID along with a mental illness, or if you 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ Řƻǿƴ ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜΦ LΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 

So you can see here looking at the results, we have quite a high number that said dual 
diagnosis. The next was intellectual disability with no specific diagnosis, then FASDs, then 
ŀǳǘƛǎƳ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊŜΣ which that 
ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ȅƻǳΦ There was a study of the Bureau of Justice Statistics study 
that came out in December 2015 that looked at different types of disabilities among prison 
inmates. They categorized the disability as physical and cognitive. Within that cognitive 
category, it was very broad. They were looking at difficulty concentrating or remembering 
or making decisions as a way of defining cognitive. I wanted to bring this up to point out 
the need for better research so we can start to tell how many types of disabilities are 
involved in this system. I did give away some of the answer when talking about FASDs, 
earlier when I mentioned that 60 percent of people with FASD age 12 and over were 
ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ C!{5ǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ !ƭǎƻ Řǳŀƭ 
diagnosis is another one of those categories where we see a high number as well. 
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
We also use a chart to better explain the different types of disabilities to criminal justice or juvenile 
ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
This is sort of like a flow chart of the physical and brain-based separated into two 
categories. In physical there can be a number of different types like heart disease, to deaf 
or hard of hearing, to blind or vision. When you look down at brain-based, that goes into 
three categories that includes mental illness, dual diagnosis, and developmental. And the 
training we are looking at, when we are talking about today it focuses on intellectual 
disabilities, autism spectrum disorders, FASDs and other types of developmental 
disabilities.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀ little bit more quickly just to point to an understanding of 
disabilities more broadly. Again this first webinar is a foundation of the different types of 
intellectual and developmental disabilities. On this one slide here is just a visual of different 
types of developmental disabilities that people can have. And then out of those how many 
people actually have an intellectual and developmental disability. You can see that most 
people with down syndrome have an intellectual disability, whereas with autism spectrum 
ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǳǘƛǎƳ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
to know this because it helps people to know how to provide the right kind of 
accomodations.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
One thing to point out is how often intellectual disability is hidden. Most people have a 
mild form of intellectual disability. They look no different from other people, this can his 
has more severe consequences in the system. While some people with IDD ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
physical characteristics, many people are hard to recognize. When they come into the 
criminal justice system, it makes it that much more difficult to understand that they need 
any accommodation at all. When cases like these go to court, iǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ŀ ƧǳǊȅΣ 
ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅǎ ƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ them that one does exist and 
that accommodations are needed. 
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ L55 ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōǳƭƭŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
says easily influenced and eager to please others. That one is especially important to keep 
in mind. ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ or 
become upset. We had mentioned earlier the fight or flight response and how that can lead 
to much deeper involvement in the system.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
They may say what officers want to hear in an effort to hide their disability. Many of you 
have probably seen the Making a Murderer that is on Netflix. Brandon Dassey, who has 
involved in that case, who clearly has IDDs, how his confession was coerced and how often 
ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ LƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
Developmental Disabilities. Laura Nirider is his attorney and she mentions that false 
confessions by juveniles are incredibly common. When you put together, a juvenile plus 
that they have a intellectual disability, you can see where this increases the chance much 
more of giving a false confession. 
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
In ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊ ƭook at records 
to see if a disability does exist. Did the person attend special education classes? Did they 
get any financial assistance? Did they carry any kind of card? These are some of the things 
where we do training, where police officers, attorneys can get an idea of how to tell if 
people have some type of disability. 
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{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ L55ǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀǳǘƛǎƳΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
our website where we have a fact sheet on each one of these. We point out different types 
of characteristics that people with different types of disabilities and accommodations you 
can use.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
We have one on down syndrome. 
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
And fetal alcohol spectrum disorder as well. 
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ C!{5Σ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƘƛƎƘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ the lack 
of impulse control. Another bullet on there is the poor judgement skills that we see over 
and over. It really creates a perfect storm for someone with an FASD once they get involved 
in the system. In Canada they have with their regional police services, they train people to 
deal with FASD specifically to support youth with FASD because of the overwhelming 
number of cases with youth who have some kind of alcohol-induced brain damage.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
What we need to keep in mind and this is a great point that we have to identify how 
LƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ŀ ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ 
justice system. And how it should be considered to establish effective interventions. This is 
the key question that we want to really focus on.  
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Leigh Ann Davis Speaking 
 
The fact that there are interventions going on. One example is the Arc of the capital area in 
!ǳǎǘƛƴΣ ¢·Φ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 
The goal of their program is to prevent involvement in the system and reduce recidivism. 
Their focus is 11-мт ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ŘǊƻǇƻǳǘ ǊŀǘŜǎΦ Iƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
doing this is by providing case management, advocacy and support to those who are at 
risk. They support those already in the system. 94% remained in school or working and 79% 
did not offend or reoffend. They do have the numbers to show that by providing some kind 
of support whether they are at risk or already in, providing those in the community that 
ǘƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΦ LΩǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿΦ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 5ƛŀƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ŀ 
little more in depth.  
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Diane Smith Howard Speaking 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 5ƛŀƴŜ {ƳƛǘƘ IƻǿŀǊŘΦ LΩƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ Rights Network.  
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Diane Smith Howard Speaking 
LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ a report that NRDC , which is included as one of the 
handouts. That report will answer that question to some degree. We do know something 
ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ 
peer reviewed research, which I think would be very helpful to have as we go forward. We 
do know that overall juvenile incarceration rates are down but yet youth with IDDs are 
disproportionately represented in incarceration. 
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Diane Smith Howard Speaking 
 
Youth from particular racial and ethnic groups and YWDs are disproportionately 
incarcerated at high rages. 65-70 % of youth in the justice system meet the criteria for a 
disability. tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƪƴƻǿ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘΦ {ƻƳŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ 
have them, know to downplay that in the system. The fact that we have such high numbers 
ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ [ŜƛƎƘ !ƴƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ŀ ŦŀƛǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƛǎƳ 
ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ пл҈ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ 
with kids in the system. Another thing that happens is to think about individuals as though 
they can only have one factor that can cause difficulty for them. The reality is that many of 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǳōǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŎƻƳƳƻƴ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ LƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
Developmental Disabilities to also be in child welfare system. In fact, YWDs are 
disproportionately represented in the child welfare and juvenile justice system. They are 
disproportionately youth of color and male. Race and gender are also issues. When we talk 
about these youth we have to think about them in terms of all the groups they are part of, 
not just YWDs. In addition under 75% of youth in the system have experienced trauma and 
victimization. PTSD is very common.  
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Diane Smith Howard Speaking 
 
One of the things the Arc program looks at, is YWDs and their status as victims. The 
combination of being both victim and perpetrator, this creates an extra layer of complexity. 
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Diane Smith Howard Speaking 
LΩƳ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ NDRN, which is the national membership organization for the 
Protection and Advocacy (P&A) and Client Advocacy System (CAP) Systems, the nationwide 
network of congressionally mandated, legally based disability rights agencies. We are a 
P&A agency, the largest provider of legally-based services for people with disabilities in the 
nation. One of the things that prompted us to do the report is the number of cases that 
have come into our intake system involving YWDs in the juvenile and criminal justice 
system. These are systems that are being increasingly used to serve people with disabilities 
ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ 
ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ /WW ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎ ŀǊŜ 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōǳǊƎŜƻƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ and a significant area of focus.  
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