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Former CJJ Executive Board
Member, Meg Wi lliams, Speaks at
Congressional Hearing on JJDPA

Meg Williams, who serves  as  Colorado's  Juvenile Justice
Specialis t and is  a former CJJ Executive Board Member,
recently spoke before the House Education and
Workforce Committee's  Subcommittee on Early
Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education.
During her Feb. 15 remarks , Meg outlined the JJDPA's  core
requirements  and noted that the Act remains  critical to our youth and communities .
 
"So far, I have painted for you a picture showing that, at least in Colorado, we have been
doing fairly well, or at least making pos itive s trides  in many areas, and you are likely
wondering, 'well, do you s till need the JJDP Act? Do you s till need support from the federal
government?' I am here to say that the answer is  vehemently yes ," Williams said.
 
Last week's  hearing was held to help educate new committee members  on the JJDPA. A
s imilar hearing is  scheduled to take place Feb. 28 in the Senate Judiciary Committee.
 
In 2016, the House passed a bill that would have reauthorized the JJDPA. Similar legis lation
did not make it through the Senate. It is  anticipated that the JJDPA will be cons idered for
reauthorization in the 115th Congress . Stay tuned for updates! 

CJJ Announcements
Calling All Youth: Apply Today for  Police-Youth Engagement Institute
CJJ encourages young people ages 16-23 to apply to participate in our upcoming ins titute
on police-youth engagement. The event is  being held in early May and will take place in
Charlotte, NC. This  two-day ins titute will bring together youth and law enforcement from
across  the country to share their s tories  and improve police-youth dialogues.
 
This  project is  funded through the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, and
is  being undertaken in partnership with the International Association of Police. 

Click here to learn more. 

"Collaborating for  Change: Addressing Youth Homelessness and
Juvenile Justice"
Join us  on Tuesday, Feb. 28 at 3 PM Eastern to learn how community collaborations  between
service providers , cities , government agencies , schools , and other key s takeholders  can
help ensure youth are not criminalized because they experience homelessness , or that they
do not become homeless  as  a result of their involvement with the juvenile jus tice sys tem. This
webinar will highlight key policy recommendations  from an upcoming report from the
Coalition for Juvenile Justice, in partnership with the National Network for Youth and
the National League of Cities ' Ins titute for Youth, Education, and Families . The project was
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Learn More About 
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made poss ible through funding from the Raikes  Foundation, the Tow Foundation, and
the Melville Charitable Trust.

To learn more, or regis ter, please click here. 

2017 Annual Conference: Registration is
Open!
The 2017 Annual Conference, "Acces s , Acco u n ta b i l i ty,         
& Ad vo ca cy: Ad d res s in g  Ed u ca tio n a l , Ph ys ica l ,                   
a n d  Men ta l  Hea l th  Need s  in  th e Ju ven i le Ju s tice                 
S ys tem  " will take place June 14-17, 2017 at the
Washington Hilton Hotel, in Washington, D.C.  This
conference will bring together s takeholders  from across
the country to talk about ways  to better address
children's  needs before they become involved in the
system and to make sure that children receive quality care if they do become involved with
the juvenile jus tice sys tem.
 
Reg i s ter  i n  Feb ru a ry to  Receive th e Ea r l y Bi rd  Di s co u n t: S AVE  $60!                      
Regis ter between now and Feb. 28th to receive the Early Bird Regis tration Rate! All
participants  that regis ter as  non-members  will receive a complementary 2017 CJJ
membership.

Beco me a  S p o n s o r       
CJJ invites  all individuals  and organizations  to sponsor the Annual Conference. We are a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization; therefore, sponsorship may be partly or wholly tax-
deductible. Sponsors  will be acknowledged in the conference program and on CJJ's
webs ite, and eligible to receive a complementary or discounted CJJ membership. 
 
E xh ib i t a t th e Co n feren ce       
This  year, CJJ also has  a limited number of exhibitor spaces available. Exhibiting at CJJ's
Annual Conference allows your organization an even greater opportunity to reach CJJ's
members , partners , and other juvenile jus tice s takeholders . Exhibitors  receive exhibit space,
waived conference regis tration(s), acknowledgement in the conference program and on
CJJ's  webs ite, a complementary or discounted CJJ membership, and additional benefits
depending on their support level.
 
Ho tel  Acco mmo d a tio n s       
A conference room block is  available at the Washington Hilton Hotel. The group rate is
$242/night, the federal per diem lodging rate for Washington, DC. 
 
No min a te a  Lea d er  i n  Ju ven i le Ju s tice fo r  O u r  2 017 Awa rd s !                      
CJJ is  currently accepting nominations  for the 2017 Spirit of Youth Award, as  well as  our 2017
Tony Gobar Outs tanding Juvenile Justice Specialis t Award, and our 2017 A.L. Carlis le Child
Advocacy Award. Nominations  for all awards  are due by Friday, Feb. 24. Cons ider
nominating a leader in juvenile jus tice today!    

Qu es tio n s ?    
Please click here or email info@juvjustice.org. 

Wa n t to  s ee n ews  th a t' s  imp o rta n t to             
yo u  in  th e CJJ Memb ers  a n d  Pa r tn ers           
s ectio n ?   

Join CJJ as  a member today! 

Member and Partner News
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Missouri  Juveni le Justice Advisory Group 
Each is sue, CJJ is  pleased to highlight the latest news and innovations  of its  members !

Missouri's  Juvenile Justice Advisory Group is  making s trides  to fulfill the philosophical
commitments  of their three year plan. As  part of this  effort, the group is  supporting a series  of
Implicit Bias  s tatewide trainings . Throughout 2017 the Missouri Juvenile Justice
Association will partner with Northwest Missouri State Univers ity's  Dr. Juanita Simmons.
 
Dr. Simmons ' presentations  will focus  on the des ign and purpose of the Implicit Bias  training.
Topics  will include how perceptions  can influence organizational and ins titutional climate,
and discretional decis ions  that directly impact the welfare of others . A discuss ion of
Ins titutional Inequity, Discretionary Decis ion Making, and Juvenile Incarceration and the
Prison Pipeline are among the topics  for each presentation.
 
Dr. Simmons is  Vice Pres ident of Divers ity, Equity, and Inclus ion at Northwest Missouri State
Univers ity. Her research agenda focuses  on race, gender, class , and equity in organizations
and ins titutions . She is  the author of numerous  publications  and is  currently under contract
for her upcoming book, Emancipatory Leadership (2017) with Information Age Publishers .
She is  a former public school teacher and adminis trator.

Federal Policy U pdates
OJJDP's  new partial final rule will take effect on March 21, 2017. The Rule was originally
scheduled to become effective on February 16, 2017. However, in accordance with an order
from Pres ident Donald Trump's  adminis tration implementation of this  and other rules  was
temporarily delayed. 
 
The regulation establishes  a new methodology for determining compliance with the JJDPA's
core requirements  related to jail removal, s ight and sound separation, and
deinstitutionalization of s tatus  offenders . The rule also clarifies  that for purpose of the s ight
and sound separation and jail removal requirements , a child is  cons idered detained
whenever he or she is  not free to leave. An exception to this  rule exis ts  in ins tances where the
child is  being held temporarily while waiting for their parents  or a social services  agency to
pick them up.  
 
O JJDP An n o u n ces  Actin g  Ad min i s tra to r              
Eileen Garry has  been named Acting Adminis trator of the Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention. Ms. Garry has  more than 20 years  of service with OJJDP. She will
serve as  head of the agency until the new Adminis tration appoints  a permanent Director of
OJJDP. 

Other News and Announcements
CO NFERENCE:  The National Crittenton Foundation invites  you to attend "In  S o l id a r i ty We       
Ri s e: Hea l in g , O p p o rtu n i ty a n d  Ju s tice fo r  G i r l s                         ," on October 11-13, 2017 in
Washington, DC. Attendees from across  the country will have the opportunity to learn how to
better support girls  and young women, forge new alliances, and s trengthen the movement in
support of girls  and young women.
 
Central to the "In Solidarity" conference is  the leadership and engagement of girls  and young
women, alongs ide learning, s trategizing, and connecting opportunities  that are creative,
intersectional, and multigenerational. There will be pre-conference intens ives , workshops,
and more - all full of surprises !

Click here for more information. 

ABA LEGAL NETWO RK O N HO MELES S NES S :        The American Bar Association (ABA) is
creating a Homeless  Youth Legal Network to increase legal services  for youth and young
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adults  experiencing homelessness . This  Network will provide information and foster
collaboration in order to help attorneys  and other advocates  address  exis ting gaps in legal
services , and improve outcomes for homeless  youth and young adults -including those
trans itioning from the child welfare sys tem and exiting the juvenile jus tice sys tem.

The ABA is  currently looking to connect with attorneys , as  well as  legal and youth-serving
organizations , to identify profess ionals  who may wish to participate in the Network and to
determine the current scope of legal services  provided to homeless  youth across  the
country. (This  includes civil legal matters , juvenile and criminal defense, and policy
work/impact litigation for minors  as  well as  young adults  through at least age 25.)

The ABA invites  attorneys/legal offices  representing homeless  youth, those who work on
policy advocacy on behalf of homeless  youth, and homeless  youth-serving organizations
that partner with legal providers  or are interested in partnering with legal providers , to
complete a brief survey at http://bit.ly/2 jwUWme and s ign up to be part of our lis tserv by
emailing hyln@americanbar.org.

NEW PUBL ICATIO NS  AND RES O URCE      : 

Impact Justice and the National Center for Lesbian Rights  have created a new guide
that provides  information on how to best serve LGBTQ and gender nonconforming
youth in the juvenile jus tice sys tem. Click here to download a copy of the guide.
The Vera Ins titute of Justice recently released a report on the New York City Hous ing
Authority's  use of exclus ions  for people with criminal records . To learn more about the
report click here.
The CSG Justice Center has  published a new Juvenile Justice Research-to-Practice
Implementation Resources , with support from OJJDP. These online resources  provide
juvenile jus tice agency managers , s taff, and other practitioners  with concrete
strategies , tools , examples , and best-practice models  to help them implement
research-based policies  and practices  and improve outcomes for youth in the
juvenile jus tice sys tem. 
A new poll released by Youth Firs t shows that 78 percent of Americans  favor keeping
young people out of prisons  and ins tead prefer community-based alternatives  that
are proven to lead to better outcomes. To learn more click here.
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