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•Leads a national movement 
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•Laws, policies and practices that are fair, 
equitable and developmentally appropriate 
for all children, youth and families 
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Electronic Monitoring is 

Everywhere  

• Around 85% of CA counties use EM 

in juvenile court. 

 

• LA County:  450-500 youth on EM 

any given day. 

 

• All but two states allow for EM in 

juvenile justice system. 



What We Know: 
• House arrest 

  

• Lots of rules  

 

• Used pretrial & condition of probation  

 

• Disproportionally impacts Black and 

Latino youth. 

 

• High fees 

 



 

What We Don’t Know: 

 

DOES IT WORK? 

? 



 

Fact or Fiction? 
Five Assumptions About Electronic 

Monitoring’s Effectiveness 

#1 EM is better than jail  

 

#2 EM lowers incarceration rates 

 

#3 EM works well with young people  

 

#4 EM works well with families  

 

#5 EM is cheaper than prison 



Assumption #1:  

Electronic Monitoring is  

Better Than Jail… 

 

…Not necessarily.   



  
Assumption #2  

Electronic Monitoring lowers 

incarceration rates… 

 

…Not necessarily.   

Net-widening & 

Net-deepening  

Revolving door to jail  



Assumption #3  

EM works well with young people…  

 

…Not necessarily.   

Stay inside home at all times. 

Charge your device everyday from 7PM-9PM  

No visitors in home unless preapproved by PO. 

Call EM officer every time you leave or go 

anywhere. 



Assumption #4  

Electronic Monitoring Works Well 

For Families…  

 

…Not necessarily.   



Assumption #5:  

Electronic Monitoring is Cheaper 

Than Incarceration… 

 Big Financial Burden on 

Families & Youth  

 

Cost-Shifting from 

Counties to Families 

Big Business for Private 

Companies 

 

• Roughly 50% of CA 

counties charge 

families daily usage 

fees between $7-24. 

• $1000s for replacement 

or damaged 

equipment.  

• Cost of cell phone.  

• Pushes poor families 

further into poverty. 

• In many CA counties, 

families foot bill and 

saves county agencies 

money. 

• Billion dollar industry. 

• Publicly traded. 

• Profit motive to have 

more people on 

monitors for longer. 

 

 

…Not necessarily.   
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